G.C.S.E. Course Overview

G.C.S.E. English (Language)

40% of grade comes from coursework

60% of grade comes from the exams

This is broken down as follows:

20% Written Coursework

20% Oral Coursework (Speaking and Listening)

30% English Paper 1

30% English Paper 2

G.C.S.E. English Literature

30% of grade comes from coursework

70% of grade comes from the exams

This is broken down as follows:

30% Written Coursework, including a mark for spelling, punctuation and grammar

70% Literature Exam

Written Coursework Checklist

    Media Essay –  for English G.C.S.E.

    20th Century Drama Essay – for Literature G.C.S.E.

*  Prose Essay 

*  Shakespeare Essay

    Original Writing Piece – for English G.C.S.E.

( * = counts towards both Language and Literature grades)

Oral Coursework Checklist

Drama Focussed Task (in character)

Individual Speech

Group Task

Exam Checklist

English G.C.S.E.

Paper 1 = 1 hour 45 mins.   Worth 30 % of overall grade.  Broken down as follows:

Section A:  Comprehension on 2 or 3 non-fiction texts, worth 15%, time allowed 1 hour

Section B:  Writing to Argue, Persuade or Advise, worth 15%, time allowed 45 mins.

Paper 2 = 1 hour 30 mins.  Worth 30% of overall grade.  Broken down as follows;

Section A:  Essay on poetry from different cultures and traditions, worth 15%, time allowed 45 mins.

Section B:  Writing to Inform, Explain or Describe, worth 15%, time allowed 45 mins.

English Literature G.C.S.E.

Written Paper = 1 hour 45 mins.  Worth 70% of overall grade.  Broken down as follows:

Section A:  Essay on prose from the anthology (short stories), worth 27 marks, time allowed 45 mins.

Section B:  Essay on poetry (Heaney, Clarke and pre-1914,) worth 36 marks, time allowed 1 hour.

