Practice titles for Literature Exam Poetry Question

Time:  1 hour

Compare the ways that the poets present a feeling of loss in Seamus Heaney’s “Mid-Term Break”, one poem by Gillian Clarke and two poems from the Pre-1914 Poetry Bank

(For pre-1914, use “On my first Sonne” and “The Affliction of Margaret”,  for Gillian Clarke you could use either “Baby-Sitting”, “On the Train” or “Cold Knap Lake”)

Compare Walt Whitman’s portrayal of nature in “Patrolling Barnegat” with one other poem from the pre-1914 poetry bank, and one poem each from the Heaney and Clarke sections.
Consider what we learn about the power of nature, and man’s relationship with it through the language, structure and techniques each poet uses.

