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- growing up


- parents & children/family relationships


- conflict


- fantasy versus reality/truth versus lies


- disillusionment





- pathetic fallacy/ symbolic setting


- girls call father “Robbie” (disres-pectful), author writes “the man” (depersonalised,


vulnerable) 


- short sentences show Robert’s shock, hurt, anger





- wild, overgrown garden, with “ruins” of flowers which lack support show Quick’s way of raising children


- he sees it/them as “original” and independent


- we see it/them as unruly & unkempt





- Jenny & Kate, scruffy dirty tear-aways, allowed to do “what they liked”;  Robert, thinks (too) highly of daught-ers, too lazy or afraid to discipline them;  Mrs Quick, sees husband as a child





- father, disa-ppointed, daught-ers not interested in him;  they attack the dog as a game, then play-fight with father but hurt him;  at end, Jenny tries to act responsible & caring, but runs away from it








 - Third person





- some inner dialogue from main character, Robert Quick








- growing up


- fantasy versus reality


- relationships


- disillusionment





- pattern of expectation, doubt, then reassurance for “the boy”, until towards end


- symbolism/path-etic fallacy: flowers represent boys revelation about people/adults, they are personified





- home:  warm and glowing inside (the fire and the people)


- school:  even there things are  warm & safe with children near to stove/teacher


- snowdrops seen as courageous but frail





- “the boy”: naïve, imaginative dreamer, sheltered by happy family


- Miss Webster, teacher, “brave” when physically hurt but unable to cope with her grief


-  Edmund, friend, mischievous





- boy wants to see snowdrops, which  teacher has promi-sed to show 


- he’s disappointed when he finally sees them, & con-fused as teacher is ignoring them (her boyfriend has been killed in accident)





- Third person narration


- Main character not named, referred to as “the boy”
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Stylistic features
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Plot features





Style of narration











