Summary of Revision Workshop on Prose for the 

Literature Paper

Tackling the Exam/Exam Technique

The Literature Paper (1 hour, 45 mins.) has 2 sections:  Section A: Prose 45 mins.  
        

Section B:  Poetry 1 hour


You will first need to find the questions relevant to the short stories you have tackled – they are likely to be the first ones in the booklet, and will be described as AQA Anthology Prose.

Read the questions carefully and decide which one you will tackle:  you will be expected to answer on two stories, one or both of which may be named.  Make sure the story/stories you pick fit well with the question.  Briefly plan your points before beginning to write.

Remember to compare and contrast what the stories are about and how the authors have written them.

Checklist of what to consider for each story

· Narrative style:  first person or third person narrator, named or unnamed characters, use of inner dialogue, questions of bias;

· Plot:  what happens, key events, turning points, conclusions;

· Characters:  who they are, what they are like, how they are described – through physical description, behaviour, using dialogue;

· Settings:  where the story takes place, (one location or several?), does the setting convey the mood of a character (pathetic fallacy), create an atmosphere affecting the reader, or symbolise what is happening;
· Stylistic features:  what techniques does the author use?  Look at similes, metaphors, symbolism, pathetic fallacy, repetition of words and phrases, dialogue, inner dialogue and any other unusual features;
· Themes:  all the stories are linked by a theme of growing up in some sense.  Other themes include:  family relationships, dealing with other people’s expectations, disillusionment (means when you are disappointed, your dreams shattered), and conflict, fantasy and reality.
Writing your answer

The best method of writing is probably to begin immediately with the first story you are covering:  don’t bother with an overall introduction.  

In the opening sentences of your essay, outline very briefly what happens in the story, and explain how the story relates to the topic of the question.  In the following paragraphs analyse the story in detail, focussing at all times on answering the question, and using quotes in your analysis.

When you have covered this story fully, or used up half your writing time (whichever comes first) move on to the second story.  Again outline very briefly what happens in it and how it relates to the question, before analysing it in depth.  Try to compare and contrast it with the first story throughout the rest of the essay.

Useful phrases for analysing, comparing and contrasting


Analysing evidence:

This gives us the impression that

The author’s word choice suggests

(Instead of suggests, you could also try indicates or implies)


Comparing:

Similarly,

In the same way,

Plath’s story also…

Sample questions:

Compare the ways relationships between young people and older people are shown in any two stories of your choice from this section.  Write about:

· the relationships between the young people and the older people

· the ways the writers show the relationships

· differences between the stories.

In both Superman and Paula Brown’s New Snowsuit and Snowdrops the main characters learn things about people around them.  Compare the things they learn, and the ways the writers show the characters’ experiences of learning.      Write about:

· the things they learn

· how the writers show the characters’ experiences of learning by the ways they write about them

· similarities and differences between their experiences of learning, and how the writers show them.

In Flight the grandfather has to face some unpleasant truths.  Compare the ways the grandfather and one character from another story in this section have to face unpleasant truths.  Write about:

· the truths that the two characters have to face

· how their experiences are shown to be unpleasant by the writers of the stories

· similarities and differences between the experiences, and the ways they are shown.

Compare the attitudes of adults towards children in any two of the stories from this section.  Write about:

· the attitudes of the adults

· how the writers show the attitudes of the adults by the ways they write about them

· similarities and differences between the attitudes in the stories, and how the writers show them.

In Flight and Growing Up some of the main characters seem to change.  Choose one main character from each story.  Compare the ways they change and the ways the writers show the changes.   Write about:

· how the characters change

· how the writers show the changes by the way that they write about them

· similarities and differences between the changes, and the ways the writers show them.

Introducing evidence:


For example,


For instance,


We see this when,


The writer describes how


(Author’s name) uses phrases such as





Contrasting:


In contrast,


However,


On the other hand,











