English Paper 1, Section B, Writing to Argue, Persuade or Advise.  Past Questions.

Foundation Tier 2003

Either

“TV and radio are as much for education as for entertainment”.

Write an article for a teenage magazine arguing that nowadays TV or radio can be an important source of education.  Remember to:

· plan your answer;

· make a clear argument

· use language suitable for an argument.

Or

Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper in which you try to persuade him or her to include  more articles on issues that matter to teenagers.  Remember to:

· plan your answer;

· set out your writing as a letter;

· make sure you use language which will persuade;

· make sure you use language suitable for readers of a local newspaper.

Or

The School Meals Service is seeking advice from students about how to make their meals more attractive to their customers.  Write a letter to the Manager of the School Meals Service in which you offer your advice.  Remember to:

· use language suitable for the Manager of a School Meals Service;

· set out your writing as a letter;

· make sure you give advice;

· use specific examples of attractive meals.

Higher Tier 2003

Either

“TV and radio are as much for education as for entertainment”.

Write an article for a teenage magazine arguing that nowadays TV or radio can be an important source of education.

Or

Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper in which you try to persuade him or her to include  more articles on issues that matter to teenagers.  
Or

The School Meals Service is seeking advice from students about how to make their meals more attractive to their customers.  Write a letter to the Manager of the School Meals Service in which you offer your advice.

Foundation Tier 2004

Either  
Your school or college wants to ban Saturday jobs for students.  Write a letter to your Head teacher or Principal in which you argue either for or against Saturday jobs.  You may choose to write about all, or some of the following:

· the possible effects on students;

· your own personal views.

Remember to:

· write in letter form;

· choose the right language for a letter to a Head teacher or Principal.

Or  
Write the text for a leaflet, written by a group known as Rotten Pickings.  Try to persuade 15 and 16 year old students to join a group pressing for better conditions for Saturday workers.  Remember to:

· use a variety of persuasive arguments;

· use a variety of persuasive techniques.

Higher Tier 2004

Either  
“Books are dead.”  Argue for or against this point of view.

Or  
Write a letter to a friend either persuading them to read a book that you have read recently, or persuading them to watch a television series that you have seen.

Or  
You are a celebrity who has won an award for your work.  Write the text for your speech in which you advise young people about pursuing their dreams.

Or  
Write an article for a parents’ magazine arguing for or against the idea that too many examinations put unnecessary pressure on children.  Go on to advise parents how to support children preparing for an examination.

Foundation Tier 2005

Either

Write an article for a magazine aimed at teenagers in which you argue that students should be taught to drive at school.  You might write about:

· why it would be good for them;
· the advantages of learning while young;
· why teenagers would be keen to learn.
Remember to:

· choose the right language for teenagers to read;
· argue your case.
Or

Write the text for an advertisement for a car which aims to persuade young men to buy the car.  You might write about:

· the car’s looks;

· its performance;

· its gadgets;

· what young men would feel like when they are driving it.

Remember to:

· use a variety of persuasive arguments;

· use a variety of persuasive techniques;

· choose the right language to persuade young men;

· choose suitable language for an advertisement.

Or

Write an advice sheet for young people who are newcomers to your area.  You might write about:

· places to go;

· things to do;

· how to meet people.

Remember to:

· write for young people to read;

· choose the right language to advise.

Or

Write the text for a local radio programme on physical fitness.  Aim to persuade people to get fitter and advise them how to do this.  You might write about:

· why they should get fit;

· how to get fit.

Remember to:

· choose the right language to persuade;

· choose the right language to advise.

Higher Tier 2005

Same as Foundation Tier 2005 questions, but no bullet points are given.

