Task:  Write a letter to your local council to PERSUADE them to do more for the environment.  Exemplar of main body.

Dear Councillor,

I am writing to you on behalf of the local residents’ association to complain about the dismal state of the local environment and implore you to take urgent steps to improve it.  If we do not act swiftly, I fear it may be too late!

Firstly, the litter crisis must be tackled.  There are not enough bins on the streets, and not enough street cleaners to go around.  Rubbish accumulates day and night from takeaway food packaging, flyers for pubs and clubs, and dogs fouling the pavement freely.  This disgusting mess is unsightly, smelly and distressing.  Why should we have to wade through the rising tide of refuse each time we leave our houses?  Mothers with small children are particularly concerned by this mounting problem, with the health hazards generated by rotting food waste and animal excrement.  As a parent yourself, are you happy about exposing your little one to these risks?

The solution is simple:  install litter bins, which are emptied regularly to prevent overflow, and employ staff whose responsibility it is to sweep and hose down the streets.  In addition, you should impose the maximum permissible fine for those who drop refuse or allow their dogs to foul the pavement.  These common sense measures could rapidly end the misery of our dirty streets.  It is time for the squalor to stop!

Secondly, the lack of facilities for recycling in this borough is appalling.  How can we expect a pleasant environment locally, if we are shamefully unprepared to address global threats like the greenhouse effect and diminishing natural resources?  We desperately need more bottle and can banks, preferably one by every parade of local shops, offering people the opportunity to care for the planet, without having to travel halfway across it to do so!  Moreover, the provision of bags for collecting recyclable refuse would encourage those who currently dump all their weekly rubbish to review their habits and ‘get on board.’  Reducing the amount of refuse put out for collection each week would also give our pressurised bin men more time to clear up after themselves when they do their rounds, thus improving the condition of our streets.  Surely a little investment now will pay enormous dividends later?  The future of our children is in your hands!

Finally, I beg you to reconsider the council’s plan to clear the wooded area on Joiner’s Corner.  This small copse is home to a rich array of wildlife, and the only remaining haven for the grey tree vole in our locality.  Can you imagine the difference that will be made by the wanton destruction of this lovely, tranquil spot, in the lives of our children growing up?  No more Sunday afternoon walks through the bluebells in Spring, no more August picnics, no more competitive conker collecting in the Autumn, and no more snowy strolls at Christmas!  What a tragic loss for our community!

Please act quickly to stop the clearance at Joiner’s Corner, and give earnest consideration to the other proposals I have set before you.  The members of the local residents’ association are counting on you to steer the borough back from the brink of environmental disaster.  We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours faithfully,

John Doe, Chairman of Anytown Resident’s Association

