Summary of Revision Workshop on English Paper 1, Section B:  Writing to argue, persuade or advise.

Tackling the Exam/Exam Technique

English Paper 1: 1 hour 45 mins. long in total



     Section A is the comprehension section, time 1 hour



     Section B is the writing section, time 45 mins.

On Section B you will have a choice of three or four questions.  We recommend you choose either the argue or the persuade task as these give you more scope.

Use the 45 mins. as follows  -     2/3 mins. to read the questions and select one

· 7 mins. to plan

· 25/30 mins. to write

· 5/10 mins. to check and improve your piece.

Planning:  When you plan your answer, you need to consider:  

1) what you will write, and 

2) the techniques you will use to argue or persuade.

In addition, to the PURPOSE of the writing, you must take into account the AUDIENCE and the FORMAT you have been asked to use.  For example, the audience might be adults, parents, teachers, teenagers, your M.P. or the local council.  The format required may include a letter, a newspaper article, or a piece for the school magazine.

Planning for an argue piece might look like this:

ARGUE

FOR  √
1) √
2) √
3) √
4) √





Techniques

Rhetorical questions

Exclamations

Short sentences at the end of paragraphs

Emotive language

Personal pronoun choice:  we, our


You might plan for a persuade piece like this:






AGAINST  X

1) √

2) X

3) √

Format:  Newspaper article for parents, needs:  - formal language

- strong headline

- focus on the benefits for their children

Techniques

Rhetorical questions

Short sentences at the end of paragraphs

Emotive language

Lists of three

Personal pronoun choice: you

Format:  Letter to M.P. needs:

- formal language

- greeting and clear statement of aims at start    &  finish

Tackling the Exam/Exam Technique continued

Checking:  When you check your answer, remember to look at the following:  

paragraphing (if you have forgotten to do this, put in breaks using this symbol //); 

spelling (cross errors out with one ruled line and write the correction above);

vocabulary (choose alternative words if you have repeated yourself, change slang words

for formal ones); 

sentences – vary the length and structure of sentences;

techniques – have you used a variety of these?  If not, add some in.  (Use asterisks or numbers 

                       to order them and add them in at the end of your piece);

the ending – have you concluded on a strong point?

Remember The Difference between Arguing and Persuading

When you choose and plan your question, remember the difference between the two text types:  in an argue piece, you must mention, but dismiss, the alternative point of view, but in a persuade piece you offer only a one-sided view of the subject.

The Writing Itself

Checklist of Techniques to Argue or Persuade:  (Write your own examples alongside)

Rhetorical questions – 

Exclamations – 

Emotive Language – 

Short, blunt sentences-

Repetition for effect –

Lists of three -

Practice Paragraph:

1)





2)





3)





4)





5)








