Summary of Revision Workshop on English Paper 2, Section B:  Writing to Inform, Explain or Describe.

Tackling the Exam/Exam Technique

English Paper 2:  1 hour 30 mins. in total



      Section A – Poems from Different Cultures, time 45 mins.

 

      Section B – Writing to Inform, Explain, Describe, time 45 mins.

You will get a choice of 3 or 4 questions on the writing section, and are expected to write in the appropriate style for the purpose of the writing, which is highlighted in bold.

Use the 45 mins. as follows  -     2/3 mins. to read the questions and select one

· 7 mins. to plan

· 25/30 mins. to write

· 5/10 mins. to check and improve your piece.

Planning:  

Consider ideas, but also style of writing, including techniques appropriate for either describing or organising information.

Planning for an inform piece might look like this:








Planning an explain piece might look:  similar to inform regarding content, but if it is more personal a topic, the organisational techniques are not relevant. 

Planning for a describe piece might look like this:

Content:  Features of location (e.g. park)
Time & weather:  July day, about two in the afternoon, light breeze, blue sky, some cloud;

Sights:  pond, ducks, swan – majestic, billowing wings, shrubbery, tall trees, sunlight;

Sounds:  geese, wings flapping, children laughing/noise from the swings;

Other sense impressions:  soft, fresh grass beneath/caressing my bare feet, scent of roses in the air;

Mood: carefree, relaxed, happy.

Descriptive techniques:
Varied, detailed vocabulary – including adjectives, adverbs and interesting verb choices;

Similes & metaphors – swan like a yacht; wings billowing in the breeze, grass softer than feathers      

Onomatopoeia – geese cackling, wings flapping, children shrieking

Long, flowing sentences, full of impressions of the place

Summary of Revision Workshop on English Paper 2, Section B:  Writing to Inform, Explain or Describe continued.

Other Descriptive Techniques you might include are:

Personification

Short sentences for dramatic effect

Alliteration

Pathetic fallacy (setting reflects mood)

Checking:  When you check your answer, remember to look at the following:  

paragraphing (if you have forgotten to do this, put in breaks using this symbol //); 

spelling (cross errors out with one ruled line and write the correction above);

vocabulary (choose alternative words if you have repeated yourself, change slang words

for formal ones); 

sentences – vary the length and structure of sentences;

techniques – have you used a variety of these?  If not, add some in.  (Use asterisks or numbers 

                       to order them and add them in at the end of your piece);

the ending – does your piece ‘feel’ like it has concluded?  (Don’t let it just trail off!)

Assessment Objectives (What your writing is marked on)

Your writing must:

· communicate clearly and imaginatively, using and adapting forms for different readers and purposes;

· organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety of language-related and structural features;

· use a range of sentence structures effectively with accurate punctuation and spelling.

Sample questions:

People often enjoy reading about the interests and hobbies of others.  Choose something you are interested in and know a lot about.  Write about this in a way which will inform other people.

Or

Decisions can be difficult to make.  Think about a difficult decision you have had to make.  Explain what the decision was and what happened as a result of it.

Or

Places can seem different at different times of year.  Choose one of the following places:  a school playground; a High Street; a pond; a country lane.  Describe it in winter or summer.

Or

Where would you most like to live.  Describe what it would it be like and explain why you would most like to live there.

Notes:

1) Why keep fish?





2) Buying a tank





5) Pleasures of  fish-keeping





3) Varieties of fish





4)  Caring for the fish





Main points of topic:  e.g. keeping an aquarium





Organisational techniques:  


Headline/subheadings


Bullet pointed section on what to look


  for when buying a tank


Numbered list of steps in section on 


  caring for fish


Contact details for further info. at end











