Section B: Writing to argue, persuade or advise

Write an article for a magazine aimed at teenagers in which you argue that students should be taught to drive at school.

Almost anything can be learned in schools today; child development, food technology, music and so on.  These subjects may be compulsory for certain career paths, but what about other lessons in life that are not taught at school?  Driving a car is constantly becoming more essential to people’s lifestyles, yet it is not involved in any study at school.  Isn’t the point of school to prepare students for when they leave and must go to work and be able to think for themselves.  Surely learning to drive a car is one of the most important steps in life.

At first I’m sure many people would think that putting an immature student in control of a vehicle would be very dangerous and completely ridiculous, and I agree that it would.  However, learning to drive does not just involve sitting behind a steering wheel and getting used to it.  Students should learn how a car works, the differences between types of cars and, of course, the dangers.  If a student understands the risks and dangers and how to prevent them, they would take the whole experience a lot more seriously.

Driving lessons would not be an opportunity for students to challenge and race each other, and not to test how fast a car can go.  If students enjoy being in control of a car and are allowed to do the basics such as using indicators, changing gears and learning how to use the pedals, they would be much more prepared and confident when they take their real driving lessons.

Joyriding is an increasing crime, but I believe that it is caused by curiosity and excitement, perhaps sometimes dares from friends.  If students are given the opportunity to experience driving a car, they may not feel so much that they must know what it is like to drive a car as fast as possible.  If a professional driving instructor controlled a car with a student in the passenger seat and drove in an enclosed area at high speed, it would most likely help the student understand the dangers and be put off speeding in a car.  While parents may argue that this is putting children in danger, joyriders put others in danger, not just themselves.

Overall, I believe that it would be an exciting and effective experience for students to learn the basics of driving at school.

