ENGLISH EXAM PREPARATION 

Literature Paper
( WHAT THE EXAMINERS ARE LOOKING FOR:

· CRITICAL, SENSITIVE, DETAILED RESPONSE – evidence that you can THINK about/analyse the texts you’ve read.

· EXPLORE LANGUAGE, STRUCTURE AND FORM – don’t just write about what a text means, but emphasise HOW it is written – the way a writer’s methods, devices and style support, emphasise and add to what s/he has to say.

· USE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE – provide examples from text to support your comments (integrate these quotes in your writing, don’t just tag them on t the end)

· CONSIDER DIFFERENT APPROACHES/ALTERNATIVE INERPRETATIONS – be aware of how words or texts might have several possible meanings, not just one.

· EXPLORE RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN AND BETWEEN TEXTS- be prepared to make comparisons between texts in Section B (poetry) ( any valid link between texts (in all sections) will be positive…

( WHAT THE EXAMINERS ARE NOT LOOKING FOR:

· Candidates who RE-TELL the story, or REPEAT what the text says. ANALYSE, DON’T SUMMARISE.
GIVE YOURSELF AN EDGE BY…

KNOWING YOUR TEXTS – don’t waste valuable writing time by having to read them during the examination. 

THINKING ABOUT THE TEXTS – develop your ideas and responses.

RESPONDING TO TASK – let the question guide your answer, don’t just write out your notes

USE EXAMPLES – most of the candidates forget, or can’t be bothered to do this…

COMPARE TEXTS AS MUCH POSSIBLE - especially if you are aiming for A/A* grades. Remember comparison can involve looking at similarities and differences.

English Paper One Section A: Response to non-fiction texts
· TAKE TIME AND CARE and put some thought into what you’re doing and you’ll be O.K.

· The key to responding well on these sorts of texts is to have a clear understanding of AUDIENCE and PURPOSE ( think carefully about HOW the text is written and what it’s aiming to do in terms of its impact on the reader (purpose), and WHAT SORT OF A READER IT IS AIMED AT (audience) ( if you can be confident about these, the rest is fairly straightforward…

· EXAM TECHNIQUE


1. READ AND RESPOND TO THE QUESTIONS CAREFULLY – establish its Audience and Purpose, underline anything in the text that you think helps it have an effect on the reader and might be useful in your answers

2. DO EXACTLY WHAT THE QUESTION TELLS YOU TO DO

3. USE THE MARK SCHEME TO HELP YOU -  simple straightforward questions that aren’t worth many marks don’t need as much detail as longer questions that are worth a lot of marks.

4. YOU WILL PROBABLY BE ASKED TO PICK EXAMPLES OF FACTS (things that are true) and OPINIONS (people’s thoughts and feelings about things)

5. You may refer to evidence (QUOTE) in the passages, but should not copy out large amounts.
6. UNDERSTAND WHAT THE QUESTION IS LOOKING FOR:

· ‘List’ simply means pick out and write down the relevant information

· ‘Explain in your own words’ means you must show an understanding of the point by adding a brief comment explaining it.

· ‘Explain why’ means you must give a more detailed explanation of your understanding of a word, phrase or argument.

7. Be aware of the contrast between writing which is SUBJECTIVE, PERSONAL, OPINIONATED and COMMITTED and writing which is OBJECTIVE, DETACHED and IMPARTIAL. Often (but not always) subjective writing is in the first person (the writer appears as I) while objective writing may be in the third person (people are named or referred to as he or she, while the writer does not usually appear in the piece). 

At some point(s) you may be asked to comment on LANGUAGE. Try to do better than referring vaguely to “language” or “words”. Below are some headings you might use to organize comment on language. 

 Word classes (kinds of word)

· NOUNS (naming words for things): are they familiar, ordinary or exotic and strange? 

· VERBS (action words): are they strong and forceful? Do they express abstractions like hoping, thinking or believing? 

· ADJECTIVES (words which describe nouns): How do they make the meaning clear? 

· ADVERBS (words which describe verbs): How do they affect the verbs they qualify? 
· PRONOUNS (words like I or they): How do these show the viewpoint?
Many of the marks on this paper will be gained on the FINAL part of the question (usually (c) or (d)) – it is worth most marks, and will ask you to COMMENT on and COMPARE the language, layout and effect of some of the texts you have read – your answer to this question needs to be as detailed and sustained as you can make it in the time you have…

Most marks on this section will be gained by your ability to focus on how much you can comment on the effectiveness of what you’ve read.

COMMENTING ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF TEXT

Basically comment on as much as you can on of anything that you think is important in helping/increasing the effectiveness of what you have read.

Plan your answer carefully and try and make some sort of comment on most of the following:

1) CONTENT

2) TONE

3) LAYOUT

4) LANGUAGE

REMEMBER THIS PAPER IS NOT DESIGNED TO TRICK AND THERE ARE NO OBVIOUSLY RIGHT OR WRONG ANSWERS – TRY AND MAKE SOME COMMENTS ABOUT MOST OF THE ASPECTS OF THE PIECE HERE AND YOU WILL DO WELL…

…GIVE SOME EXAMPLES FROM THE PASSAGE TO BACK UP YOUR COMMENTS AND YOU WILL DO EVEN BETTER.

THIS PAPER IS A TEST ON YOUR READING SKILLS – SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR ARE STILL IMPORTANT BUT YOU CAN CONCENTRATE MORE ON COMMENTING ON WHAT YOU’VE READ AND LESS ON CHECKING YOUR WORK FOR THIS SECTION.

English Paper One Section B: Writing to ARGUE, PERSUADE or ADVISE
English Paper Two Section B: Writing to INFORM, EXPLAIN or DESCRIBE
Both of these sections of the exam are difficult to ‘revise’ for, but you can still prepare for them by thinking about the skills that will be tested, and how you can ensure you give yourself the best possible chance of working to your potential.

( You already know that you will be expected to write in a certain STYLE and your ability to that will certainly affect your mark significantly.

( Think about which of these styles suit you best – look at mocks, coursework and other exam practices you have done, ask me which you think you will be best at in the exam.

( On Paper One, most candidates are best suited to either ARGUE or PERSUADE…

( On Paper Two, you should choose whichever you feel most comfortable with when you read the question. If you are writing towards the higher grades, a carefully constructed and sustained response to the DESCRIBE task is likely to enable you to show the examiner your ability to use language carefully and well – but make sure you’re writing DESCRIPTION – this is NOT a narrative task…if you end up writing a story, you are doing completely the wrong thing!

( If you choose ARGUE/PERSUADE for Paper One, think about techniques you can use to present your ideas to the reader – rhetorical questions, addressing the reader directly, variation of sentence length and use of humour can all be particularly effective.

( It is ESSENTIAL that your sense of PURPOSE and AUDIENCE are appropriate for your answer – make sure STYLE and LANGUAGE suit the task you have chosen
( Don’t waste time on presentation – if you’re asked to write a letter use letter form, but for newspaper articles/leaflets, etc. you are marked on content only – so be careful not to spend your writing time drawing detailed and elaborate page layouts.

( Structure your work carefully, making sure ideas are logical and sensibly ordered ( remember TiPToP!

( Write effectively – using a wide range of vocabulary for effect.

( Punctuate with care – full stops, commas and paragraphing are particularly important.

( Write ACCURATELY - spelling and punctuation must be rigorously checked on this paper.

IT IS CRUCIAL THAT YOU FOLLOW THE GUIDANCE GIVEN IN THE EXAM PAPER ON THESE TWO SECTIONS: 

 

English Paper Two Section A: Poems from different cultures and traditions
· Tests reading skills only – comment on the poems in as much detail as you can in this section

· Ensure you use examples (quotes) to support your comments ( PEE

· Look at CONTENT (SUBJECT MATTER) and THEME, LANGUAGE USE/IMAGERY, SHAPE/STRUCTURE, POINT OF VIEW, MOOD/TONE.

· You are only expected to look at TWO poems here (unlike in the Lit. paper where you’re expected to compare four)

· 45 minutes

Remember:





Spend 10 minutes planning and sequencing your material


Try to write at least two sides in your answer book


Spend 10 minutes checking:





Punctuation


Paragraphing


Spelling








