
Year 11
Revision session 3 and 4



Session 3: Cornell Notes

• Making notes can be a really daunting task. 
Some people spend hours highlighting an 
entire page of a revision guide or rewriting 
it word for word

• Cornell notes is a proven method to make 
clear, efficient notes.

• The method means that you reflect on the 
topic and actively summarise your notes. 
It’s really effective when you have to apply 
the knowledge you are learning – an 
essential skill for exams!

Top Tip: Note taking can be a revision drain if you don’t take active notes! Try this method and 
see if it will help!

Let’s have a 
look and see..

The BEST way to take notes 
#CornellNotes - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Whd6WW0F20I


Cornell Note Taking Technique

1: Revision Notes Area: Record notes from the 
textbook, revision book,. Exercise book,. Video clip 
etc. Keep as short but as meaningful as possible

2. Key Question Column: As you’re taking nots, 
keep the question column empty. After completing 
the revision notes think of questions that the 
revision notes are answers for.

3: Summary – Sum up each page of your notes in a 
sentence or two by recording a summary of key 
terms, concepts, ideas etc. 



How will Cornell notes help me?

• Reduce: Chunk information down by 80%. Summarizing clarifies meanings and relationships, 
reinforces continuity, and strengthens memory. 

• Recite: Cover the Note Taking Area, using only your questions in the Question Column, say over the 
facts and ideas of the notes as fully as you can, not mechanically, but in your own words. Then, 
verify what you have said.

• Reflect: Draw out opinions from your notes and use them as a starting point for your own 
reflections on the course and how it relates to your other courses. Reflection will help prevent ideas 
from being forgotten

• Review: Spend 10 minutes every week in quick review of your notes, and you will retain most of 
what you have learned



English Example

These may not be your spec examples, but have a look at the structure!



Geography Example



Science Example



Maths Example



Session 4: Self & Peer Quizzing

The 4 word pin code for your exams

Study – test – test - test

• Research about study tells us that 
one of the most effective techniques 
for revision is to self-test.

• We know that this is what the most 
successful students do! 

• Self-testing for revision should not 
be relatively quick and simple, and it 
isn’t a big deal if you get a question 
wrong!

Testing doesn’t have to be long, difficult exams that are stressful!



A History Example with Flashcards

You looked at flashcards in 
session 1 – how can we use 
them to properly self-quiz?

Self quizzing techniques - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_RGcr8zVMg


PE Example – Knowledge 
Organizer



RS Example – Key Terms

RS Sikhism



Depending on the subject, group 
revision (from pairs to larger groups) 
has been found highly effective as a 
study method during exam periods. 

It increases motivation and mutual 
support, feeds similar expectations and 
allows can reduce the stress.

You’re all here for the same thing, so 
why not help each other along the 
way?

Revising with others…



1. Allocate topics & share your ideas: 
assign different people a group to 
revise and present to each other. 
Who really understands different 
concepts? Who is the expert in 
nailing that exam technique?

2. Become a teacher: it’s not just 
about knowing the subject, but 
delivering your knowledge in an 
organised, understandable way is 
important. 

Top tips: revising with others

3. Keep each other accountable: Don’t 
waste each other’s time – punctuality, 
preparation and concentration. 

4. Go online: Although face-to-face 
group study is normally seen as a 
better option, why not use 
TEAMS/Facetime/Whatsapp Video for 
an occasional meet.



Good luck Year 11.
Take action, close the gaps.


