
9th February 2024 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

The start of 2024 has certainly been a busy and rewarding time for our school 
community.  

Our students have made great progress academically, and their achievements 
are a testament to their hard work and dedication. We have had the pleasure 
of participating in various extracurricular activities, including sports events, 
creative arts opportunities, and community service projects, which have en-
riched our students' learning experiences.  

I want to extend my appreciation to our dedicated and hardworking staff 
members. They have gone above and beyond to create a nurturing and stimu-
lating learning environment for our students, and I am grateful for their com-
mitment to excellence.  

I hope that our Year 11 skiers have a fantastic experience on the Austrian 
slopes. I know that out of 60 of them who are travelling, 40 have never skied 
so I am excited that we are able to give them all such an amazing experience. 
A huge thank you must go to Mr Morritt, the trip leader, Mr Swan, Mrs Hand, 
Mr Stephens, Miss Towey, Mr Shaheed and Mrs Rushcova for giving up their 
halfterm to accompany our students.  

As we close for the February halfterm, I wanted to take this opportunity to ex-
press my gratitude and appreciation for your continued support and partner-
ship. The success of our school is a collective effort, and your involvement in 
your child's education is crucial. Together, we can make a positive difference 
in the lives of our students and ensure they reach their full potential.  

Looking ahead to the second half of the Spring term, I am confident that we 
will continue to build upon our successes and achieve even greater things to-
gether.  

We have many exciting events and opportunities planned, and I encourage 
you to stay involved and engaged in your child's education.  

Wishing you all a restful half-term.  

Thanks again. 
Miss Ducker 
Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Newsletter 



Important Dates 

 
Just a reminder of the upcoming events for 
after half-term:  
 
Year 9 Options Assemblies—these run from Monday 26th Feb-
ruary until 6th March 
 
Year 10 Work Experience 

 

A big reminder that Year 10 Work Experience is 

scheduled for Monday 15th April to Friday 19th April 

2024.  

 

If you are a parent/carer, and could offer a work experience placement 

to one of our students in your place of employment, please get in 

touch with Mr Leslie on mleslie@elatschools.co.uk  

 

Students need to apply by the end of February.  

 

Please can all parents/students upload placements using the Connect-

Ed application so Mr Leslie  can sign them off.  

 

The App looks like this: 

 



Spanish Department 

The Spanish Department held the Year 7 Spelling Bee (school stage) after 
school last Thursday.  

These are the three winners going forward to regionals and the 4th and 5th 
who took part (for the achievement points): 

 

1. Nathan A  

2. Jasmine K 

3. Gersa U  

4. Ruby B / Lexi B 

5. Ethan L 
 

The others who took part were: 

 

Oliver V 

Connor C 

Mark L 

Bella M 7 

Joshua H 

Amelie McG 

Jiya P 

Kitty S 

Francesco B 

Emilija K 

 

 

 





Library Fun—World Book Day 2024 

We will be celebrating World Book Day in the Library on Thursday 
7th March with several fun displays, events and competitions.  

From Monday 4th March, the students will be able to take part in the follow-
ing:  

 Match the English staff member to their childhood photograph and their 
favourite childhood book – take a look at the display in the library corri-
dor, match the member of staff to their photograph and try to guess their 
favourite childhood book. There will be a £20 Book Token for the winner 
and a £10 Book Token for the runner up. Closing date – Friday 22nd March  

 The 2nd Annual Library Assistants’ Quiz – answer questions on all things 
book-related for a chance to win a £20 Book Token with £10 for the run-
ner up. Closing date – Friday 22nd March  

 Never judge a book by its cover – Dare you borrow a mystery book? 
Wrapped books will be appearing on the library shelves, their plots de-
scribed in just 3 words. Students who borrow, read and then place a re-
view of a mystery book on Reading Cloud Reading Cloud: Log In 
(microlibrarian.net) will be in with the chance of winning a £10 Book to-
ken. Closing date – Monday 15th April  

 The Funniest Lines from Books – what better way to share a love of read-
ing than with our collaborative display of funny lines from books and a 
lunchtime reading event? Staff and Students will be encouraged to collect 
a ‘Giggle bubble’ and add the funniest line from a book to encourage oth-
ers to read it. They will also be invited to read a passage from their funni-
est book at lunchtime on World Book Day. We hope the library will be full 
of mirth and laughter!  

We have also attached in this newsletter, this year’s World Book Day voucher, 
which entitles your child to one free £1 World Book Day book or £1 off a book/
audiobook costing £2.99 or more at participating retailers: 

Participating retailers - World Book Day  

These can be used from 15th February to 31st March, subject to stock availa-
bility. Paper vouchers will also available in library lessons for students to col-
lect. For more information about World Book Day please visit: Families - 
World Book Day  

Thank you for encouraging your child to get involved and nurture their love of 
reading. Mrs Moore and Mrs O’Brien - Librarians, Hall Mead School. 

https://www.worldbookday.com/books-and-tokens/books/participating-retailers/
https://www.worldbookday.com/families/
https://www.worldbookday.com/families/




Intermediate Maths Challenge – Wednesday 31st January 
 

On Wednesday 31st January we had a selection of 40 students from Year 9, 10 
and 11 take part in the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge. This is a national 
competition that encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought 
and fluency to make students think.  

 

To achieve a bronze award, students need to be in the top 50% of the country; 
to achieve a silver award, pupils will need to be in the top 16.7%; then finally 
to achieve a gold award, they are in the top 8.3% of students in the country. 

 

The following are our 29 students who achieved a medal. 

 

 

Gold Silver Bronze 

Max F Y10 

Tymon Z Y11 

Blake R Y11 

Rhian P Y11 

Callum B Y10 

James G Y10 

Matthew H Y10 

Alice H Y10 

Harry M Y10 

Stanley P Y10 

Luca R Y10 

Yasmin R Y10 

Luke S Y10 

Cian I Y11 

Delsi S Y11 

Matthew C Y9 

William L Y9 

Keira S Y9 

Rohan F Y10 

Luke N Y10 

Darrell O Y10 

Luke S Y10 

Sodeeq Y Y10 

Lauren A Y11 

Ross C Y11 

Evie D Y11 

Katie G Y11 

Lottie G Y11 

Ecaterina R Y11 



Intermediate Maths Challenge – Wednesday 31st January 2024 
 

Max F (Y10) and Blake R (Y11) have qualified for the next round of the 
competition, which is the Pink Kangaroo on Thursday 21st March. 

 



Design and Technology  

Open Evening Competition 

During October’s very busy Open Evening, the Design & Technology 

Department held a competition for our visitors. 

 

Our visitors were challenged to design a print for a tote bag inspired 
by the work of the designer Yinka Ilori. 

 

Yinka is a British artist and designers. He is known for his bright use 
of colours and playful designs for furniture and public spaces. 
 

Visitors took away entry forms and sent their design ideas back to 
Hall Mead. 

 

After looking through our entries Miss Lloyd and Miss Stubbings de-
cided on 3 finalists. 

 

Here are our winning 3 designs sublimation printed onto tote bags! 



Community Reading 

Last week we welcomed our first group of parents and friends to a 
training session on listening to students read in library lessons. 

  

We are very excited by this new reading partnership!  

 

It creates more opportunities for students to read to adults, which we 
know is hugely beneficial in improving student reading fluency.  

 

If you have a spare hour a week and would like to be involved, then 
please email Ms Hallett: vhallett@elatschools.co.uk  



Creative Writing Club 
 
In Creative Writing Club we challenge writers of all abilities, from 
year 7 to 11, through various writing prompts, exercises, and com-
petitions. Students collaborate with one another in a warm, wel-
coming writing environment, sharing and offering constructive in-
sight into one another’s creative writing. They are encouraged to ex-
periment with a variety of genres and explore a variety of different 
ways to inspire themselves through visuals, music, games and much 
more. Our goal is to challenge students and inspire them to venture 
beyond their respective comfort zones in a fun and engaging way. 
 
I am pleased to say that a number of students from the creative 
writing club have successfully been accepted by a recent writing 
competition: The Glitch by young writers and going to be published 
in a young writer’s anthology of short stories.  
 
A big congratulations to: 
 
Katie H 
Amelie McG 
Ava P 
Millie P-S 
Isabella G 





Translation Bee Winners! 

Here are our Translation Bee winners! Well done everyone! 



Student Successes 

This week’s ‘Personalised Learning Award’  goes to Owen D in Year 7.  
 
Owen's attendance and punctuality has been amazing this half term and 
has been accessing all his mainstream lessons.  
 
Well done Owen—keep up the good work! 

 

 



Jack R in Year 7 has been awarded the Hornchurch 
FC reward ticket for the week of the 12th February.  

 

He has been recognised for his commitment to school clubs and 
has now represented the school teams in football, basketball and 
rugby.      

 

Well done Jack! 

 

 

Year 10 A Team 
Footballers 

After making it down to the final 16 in the Na-
tional Cup, the boys travelled to Crystal Palace 
to play their fixture with Mr Morritt and Mr Bam-
ber. From the starting whistle, the match was a 
tough one with the boys going down 1-0 within 
the first few minutes.  

 

They came back quickly to equalise but then conceded two more 
goals finishing the match at a 3-1 loss.  

 

Despite the result not going their way, the boys conducted them-
selves in an outstanding way.  

 

We wish them all the best for their continued 
success representing Hall Mead.  

 

Well done everyone.  

Hornchurch FC Reward Ticket 

Fenton—Captain 







Year 7 Netballers!  
 

Miss Kennett, Head of Year 7 / Teacher of PE, emailed me this week 
to share the following: 

 

“I just wanted to let you know that our Year 7 netball team went 
to the Havering Netball tournament last night. 

 

We topped our group and then went on to play Frances Bardsley 
in the semi-final.  

 

It was a tough game that went to extra time but Flori B scored the 
winner on the whistle securing our place in the final. 

 

The final was against a fantastic team at Redden Court. The game 
was really close with only a couple of goals in it but unfortunately 
in the last couple of minutes they went ahead. But they still came 
2nd in Havering! 

 

The girls played absolutely amazing considering we lost our GK 
with an injury in last week and our GD went home ill yesterday. A 
number of the team stepped out to play out of position to still get 
us into that final. What an incredible achievement! 

 

Super, super proud of them, they are going to be a team to watch 
in the future!” 

 

Well done girls! What a great result!  



Year 7 Netballers!  



Sparx Winners—Miss Towey, Director of Maths 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Achievement Points—Mr Morritt, Head of Year 11 /  
Head of Waltham House 

 
 

Year 7

Aamnah A 7WL

Sofia T 7TM

Emme S 7TW

Year 8

Szofia B 8TB

Chibueze M 8WB

Ellie S 8WH

Year 11

Amelia F 11TMH

Owen L 11TMH

Maya B 11DC

Year 10

Zaki C 10O

Esther J 10WMc

Deana B 10TE

Year 9

Mikhail GT 9CL

Elson D 9CN

Keira S 9DL

Week 24
Top 3 XP from each 
year group for this 

week

Achievement Point Totals 

Well Done to our 
Weekly Winners

Year AP BP Total Increase

7 25052 572 24480 1599

8 22293 1201 21092 963

9 17139 1529 15610 869

10 13975 1058 12917 575

11 8672 1286 7386 136

81485 4142Overall Conduct Score

Year Group Totals

House AP BP Total Increase

Chapman 21977 1514 20463 959

Dickens 23279 1347 21932 844

Talbot 19714 1322 18392 908

Waltham 19633 1623 18010 1079

House Totals

Year 7

Freddie P 7DR

Year 8

Sami U 8WB

Poppy G 9CN

Ted CTL

Year 9 Year 10

Nieve B 10CW Augusta D 11O

Year 11



Diving Success! 
 Here are the details from Year 7 Noah B’s diving competition!  

 
1m - 1st in preliminaries and took the gold in the fi-
nals 
Beat his PB and qualified for nationals 
 
3m - 2nd in preliminaries and came 6th in finals 
Beat his PB and qualified for nationals 
 
Platform - 6th in preliminaries and managed to take the gold in 
the finals! 
Beat his PB and qualified for nationals. 
 
Synchro - took the gold, again qualified for nationals 





 
 
 
 
 
Student Success Story  
Oliver B, Year 9  
 

We were delighted to receive an email this week from Oliver B’s dad 
sharing his recent successes! He said that: 

 

“Olly has been karting competitively since September 2022 and in Sep-
tember 2023, stepped up from cadet karts to full size senior karts! 

He has been competing in several championships, one of which has 
been the Buckmore Park junior-pro winter championship which con-
sists of 4 rounds (1 round per month) each round consisting of 3 heats 
and a final.   

Olly has been leading the championship from Round 1, and in the final 
round he maintained the lead and won the 23/24 Winter Champion-
ship!   

Starting from March he continues the campaign and begins an 8 
month summer season in which we hope he can maintain the suc-
cess.” 

 

I would like to congratulate Oliver on this and wish him the best of 
luck for any future competitions.  





Acting Opportunity! 
As you may know, The Churchill Theatre holds a Summer Youth pro-
ject, which is a great opportunity for any aspiring actors, aged 9 to 
18.  

 

This summer, they are creating a production of High School Musical. 

 

The applications for auditions will be closing on Monday, so make 
sure you submit your application! 

 

Students can sign up to the auditions by scanning the QR code in the 
poster below, or at the below link:  

 

LINK 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RYRdOoIReE6J_bf_7_bo_PtsenakELlNjQgs2ud9TzFUQzREQjlIMFRPREtTWUNKTklIWVFZVlRWOS4u&origin=QRCode


 

Miss Casey, Head of Year 10 / Teacher of English 

 

Miss Casey wanted to give a special mention to her Year 10 English 
class. She has been so impressed with their focus, dedication and 
commitment to their GCSE English studies.  

Well done everyone! Your hard work 
will pay off!  



Essex Girls’ Rugby Selection 

Izzy Gilbey, Year 10 

 

We are delighted to announce that Izzy has been selected to play for 
Essex Girls’ Rugby on Sunday 28th February 2024 against Hertford! 
Good luck Essex! Good luck Izzy!  



Neurodiversity Umbrella Project 

Mr O’Neill, Assistant Headteacher, SENCO 

 

Hall Mead School are proud to be part of the London 
Schools Neurodiversity Umbrella Project being run by the ADHD foundation.  

 

Valuing Diversity is one of the core values that create the supportive environ-
ment for your children. 

 

As part of raising awareness of neurodiversity we are running a competition 
at Hall Mead where students design a Neurodiversity Umbrella installation, 
the installation is made up of up to 25 coloured umbrellas that is displayed 
on the school site.  

 

We are seeking donations of prizes for this competition. The bigger the 
prize pot the more interest and awareness we can generate.! 

 

Please get in contact with us if you would like to donate a prize for the com-
petition.   

 

The Neurodiversity Umbrella Project - ADHD Foundation : ADHD 
Foundation   

https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/events-and-webinars/neurodiversity-umbrella-project/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/events-and-webinars/neurodiversity-umbrella-project/


Want to be a secondary school teacher? 



Need mental 
health support? 



Half-Term Ideas! 





Half-Term Ideas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Could you be a 
foster carer?  

 

There is a  
national  

shortage! 

Unfortunately, the num-
ber of children being  

taken into care in  
Essex, North– East Lon-
don and South London,  

is increasing so the need 
for Foster Carers is as  

urgent as ever.  





 
 

 






